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What can our own data tell us about our students?

• Using Alabama Statewide Student Database, fall enrollment data submitted 
by public institutions (IHEs) to ACHE. 

• Considering ALL undergraduate students enrolling in Fall of a given academic 
year (FA 2022, FA 2023, FA 2024, and FA 2025) 

• Linking each student to the sector of IHE in which they are enrolled and 
looking at prior enrollments. 



From ACHE Statewide Student Database 
Total Enrollment FA 2022-FA 2025 (most recent 4 years)

Alabama Grade 9-12 
2025 enrollment 

breakdown  
by gender 

49.1% Female
50.9% Male



ACHE Data on Transfer 

• Use term enrollment 
data to identify 
incoming transfer 
students and show 
which institution they 
transferred from. 

• Focus on one term at a 
time and do not show 
student behavior over 
multiple terms. 

• Difficult to aggregate 
across the system. 

• Data do not consider 
transfer major.

https://data.ache.edu/ 

https://data.ache.edu/


Systemwide Transfer Data: Transfer Swirl
(as presented at ACHIEVE in 2023)

• Used Alabama Statewide Student Database, annual enrollment and 
completion data submitted by public institutions (IHEs) to ACHE. 

• Considered first-time UG students (full-time and part-time) enrolling in 
Fall of a given academic year (FA 2017, FA 2018, FA 2019, and FA 2020) 

• Linked each student to the IHE they started at and tracked their             
enrollment and completion through Fall 2022. 

➔ What were the main transfer enrollment patterns across 
      Alabama’s public institutions? 

➔ What proportion of students were using the Alabama Transfers 
pathways versus “swirling” between multiple institutions?



Undergraduate Degree-Seeking Students 
Cohorts 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 

2yr Multiple IHEs

2yr One IHE

4yr One IHE

4yr Multiple IHEs

169,664 
total 

first-time 
students

16,159     

2yr starters 
attend multiple

2,035 
swirlers

Of the total, 

42,741 
attended multiple 

institutions 

25.2%

26,582
4yr starters 

attend multiple

5,210
swirlers



Systemwide Transfer Data: 2YR → 4YR Pathways 
(as presented at ACHIEVE in 2025)

• Used Alabama Statewide Student Database, annual enrollment and 
completion data submitted by public institutions (IHEs) to ACHE. 

• Considered first-time UG students (FT and PT) enrolling in Fall of a given 
academic year (FA 2019, FA 2020, FA 2021, FA 2022 and FA 2023) 

• Linked each student to the 2YR IHE they started at AND to the 4YR IHE they 
transferred to and tracked their enrollment and completion through SU 2024.

• Excluded swirlers, 4yr starters, non-first-time and non-degree-                
seeking students. 

➔ Which Alabama Transfers pathways are the most common?



2YR → 4YR Alabama Transfers Pathways
2019-2023 Student Sample Data 

388,214

80,456

All enrolled

First-time cohort

Transfer cohort

2YR starters 
who transferred 
to 4YR IHE 

Total enrollment

Cohorts included: 
FA 2019, FA 2020, 
FA 2021, FA 2022 
and FA 2023

First-time, 
degree-seeking 
cohort

First-time cohort

Terms included: 
FA 2019, FA 2020, 
FA 2021, FA 2022 
and FA 2023

12,493
Transfer cohort

Cohort students 
who transferred 
through SU 2024

15.5%

All enrolled in 
for-credit progs 
at 2YR IHEs



Which AL Transfers pathways are most common?

24.1%

21.9%

16.9%

14.3%

10.4%

9.5%

2.9%

Business

STEM

Social 
Sciences

Education

Health 

Arts

Undeclared



Systemwide Transfer Data: All Degree-Seeking

• Using Alabama Statewide Student Database, fall enrollment data submitted 
by public institutions (IHEs) to ACHE. 

• Considering ALL undergraduate students enrolling in Fall of a given academic 
year (FA 2022, FA 2023, FA 2024, and FA 2025) 

• Linking each student to the sector of IHE in which they are enrolled and 
looking at degree-level. 



From ACHE Statewide Student Database 
Degree-Seeking FA 2022-FA 2025 (most recent 4 years)



Of those, only 

28,044
are first-time, full-time freshmen who have 
never attended college before (at least at one of 
Alabama’s 38 public institutions).

Focus on Freshmen:

In Fall 2025, there are 
61,308 students counted as 
degree-seeking freshmen.



The Takeaways

➔ Degree-seeking students are thinking about pathways, often 
shortest path to degree. 

➔ The first-time, full-time freshman who has never attended 
college before is now in the minority. 

➔ As administrators and advisors, we need to allow for greater 
flexibility and creativity in pathways to completion. 

➔We need to partner with faculty so that they better understand 
enrollment patterns. 

How *else* should we adapt?



Questions
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